
Instead of discussing the largest cities—such as 
Kolkata, Mumbai, and Delhi—that dominate the 
discourse on urban India, the authors pay close 
attention to regional cities, rural settlements, and 
the nuances of the shift away from the Nehruvian 
planning and development model. This approach 
illustrates how the tensions between democratic 
and market-oriented impulses are shaping India’s 
existing and emergent settlements, drawing out 
useful insights for scholars and practitioners alike.
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‘Sets a wonderful interdisciplinary tone of scholarship that draws on lessons  
of practice to enrich the understanding of the massive urban transformation process 

India is trying to channel towards a more egalitarian and environmentally  
sustainable economic growth trajectory.’

—Bish Sanyal, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, USA

‘A splendid example of documenting the evolving paradigm of both  
the theories and practices of India’s approach to spatial planning and  

managing explosive urbanization.’

—Mohammad Qadeer, Queen's University, Kingston, Canada

‘Makes a sincere attempt to understand and explain the contemporary shift  
in the approaches in spatial planning and practices that so far have been rooted 

within the framework of metropolitan-based urbanization.’

—Amitabh Kundu, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India
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How is India planning its diverse range of 
settlements, which vary from rapidly growing 
cities to remote villages? Have changes in 

the country’s polity influenced its approach to the 
spatial planning and development of urban and 
rural areas? Taking the regime change in the early 
1990s as a point of departure, this book focuses on 
the complex nature of India’s ongoing urbanization 
and transformations in the interrelated, but rarely-
studied-together, domains of infrastructure finance 
and development, local planning practice, and 
on-the-ground empirical outcomes.


